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Dear colleagues and friends,
Welcome to Montreal! Bienvenue à Montréal!
It’s a great honor to welcome you to the Organization
of Care in Atopic Dermatitis pre-meeting at the 12th
Georg Rajka International Symposium on Atopic
Dermatitis in Montreal, Canada.
The theme of this year’s meeting will be “Bridging the
Gaps”. We will have a great opportunity to discuss important
issues related to patient care in atopic dermatitis: education,
communication, accessibility, cultural differences, and
prevention. We are delighted to have prominent speakers from
Canada, USA, Brazil, Taiwan, and Madagascar.
We hope you enjoy the meeting.
With best wishes,
Carolyn Jack (Canada) &
Roberto Takaoka (Brazil)
Chairs

Program
08:00 am

Introduction
Carolyn JACK (Canada) & Roberto TAKAOKA (Brazil)

08:10 am

The Patient Journey – AD in Canada (Eczema
Society of Canada)
Amanda CRESWELL-MELVILLE (Canada)

08:25 am

Gaps in Canadian Cree First Nations
Rachel ASINIWASIS, Darryl NAPASH (Canada)

08:40 am

Lighting the Healing Path
Phil COUSINEAU (USA)

08:55 am

Patient Engagement & Digital Transformation
(Eczema Quebec)
Charlie BOUCHARD (Canada)

09:10 am

Shared Decision Making with AD Patients
(National Eczema Association)

The Way it Is
There’s a thread you follow. It goes among
things that change. But it doesn’t change.
People wonder about what you are pursuing.

Julie BLOCK (USA)

You have to explain about the thread.

09:25 am

Q&A and Discussion

But it is hard for others to see.

09:40 am

Coffee-Break

While you hold it you can’t get lost.

10:00 am

Dashboard – Eczema Worldwide (Global
Parents for Eczema Research)

Tragedies happen; people get hurt

Korey CAPOZZA (USA)
10:15 am

Bridging the Gaps Between Patients and
Doctors in Brazil (Brazilian AD Association)

or die; and you suffer and get old.
Nothing you do can stop time’s unfolding.
You don’t ever let go of the thread.

Roberto TAKAOKA & Henrique ISHII (Brazil)
10:30 am

Current Status of AD in Taiwan
Chia-Yu CHU (Taiwan)

10:45 am

Management of AD in Madagascar
Fahafahantsoa Rapelanoro RABENJA (Madagascar)

11:00 am

Bridging Specialist and Primary Care in AD
Research
Eric SIMPSON (USA)

11:15 am

Q&A and Discussion

11:30 am

End of the meeting

13:00 am

ISAD Meeting

- William Stafford

Carolyn JACK

Roberto TAKAOKA
(Brazil)

Carolyn Jack is a Clinician Scientist and
Assistant Professor at McGill University,
McGill University Health Center-Glen, and
Investigator, Infectious Diseases and Immunity in
Global Health Program at the RI-MUHC.

Roberto Takaoka is a dermatologist from São
Paulo, who has worked in the field of atopic
dermatitis for more than 25 years. After
finishing his Dermatology Residency at the
University of São Paulo Medical School, he
was a research fellow at the Oregon Health &
Sciences University, working in clinical and
basic research in the area of atopic dermatitis,
mentored by Prof. Jon Hanifin. After returning
to Brazil in 1990, he opened the Atopic
Dermatitis Clinic at the University of São Paulo
Medical School Hospital.

(Canada)

Dr. Jack was awarded a Ph.D in Microbiology
and Immunology for her work characterizing
human T cell polarization and Toll-like
receptor functional expression at the Montreal
Neurological Institute. She completed her
medical training with an MDCM at McGill
University, and specialized as a Dermatologist
at McGill University, becoming a Fellow of the
Royal College of Physicians of Canada in 2017.
Dr. Jack has contributed to our knowledge of
autoimmune skin diseases with publications
in the Lancet and the British Journal of
Dermatology, developing expertise in
immunophenotyping cutaneous T cells in the
context of dermatitis and in targeted therapies.
Her research focuses on characterising
populations of resident memory T cells present
in inflammatory cutaneous disorders with a
focus on treatment with targeted therapies.

Roberto founded the Brazilian Atopic
Dermatitis Association (AADA) in 1997
after many years of experience with support
groups for patients with atopic dermatitis at
the University of São Paulo Medical School.
AADA’s mission is to transform the disease into
an opportunity for growth and self-development
through art, science and education.
Roberto is interested in art and design and
has attended courses on Innovation and Social
Enterpreneurship at MIT and Stanford Graduate
School of Business.
Roberto Takaoka had the honor to be the
General Chair of the 9th Georg Rajka
Symposium, held in São Paulo in 2016, and is
the current Vice-President of the International
Society of Atopic Dermatitis (ISAD).

Amanda CRESWELL-MELVILLE
(Canada)

Rachel ASINIWASIS
(Canada)

Amanda Cresswell-Melville is the Executive
Director of the Eczema Society of Canada
(ESC), a national registered Canadian charity
dedicated to improving the lives of Canadians
living with eczema.

Rachel Asiniwasis is a dermatologist and
early career clinician researcher based in
western Canada (her hometown of Regina,
Saskatchewan). She is the founder of Origins
Dermatology Centre, a combined model
that services both the general population
and provides outreach clinics (in-person and
virtual care) for underserviced remote and
northern Indigenous (First Nations and Metis)
communities. Some of this passion stems
from Rachel’s background, including being
Plains Cree and Saulteaux on her father’s side
whereas her father attended residential school
for around a decade. Rachel and her father have
already joined forces at two annual Canadian
Indigenous Skin Summits, calling attention to
poorly addressed skin disease, mainly in the
form of pediatric atopic dermatitis and bacterial
skin infections in rural and northern Indigenous
communities

Amanda leads the organization in strategic
planning, operations, educational programming,
communications, fundraising, finance, human
resources, and patient advocacy. Amanda has
fostered significant growth for the organization
and has earned three Canadian Dermatology
Association Public Education Awards. She
is a published author in a number of peer
reviewed journals and has been a speaker at
the national and international level on patient
education, burden of disease, and advocacy.
Amanda has earned both an Honours Bachelor
of Arts degree, a Bachelor of Education, and
has completed the University of Toronto
Rotman School of Management MBA Essentials
program, and the Institute of Corporate
Directors Not-For-Profit Governance program.
Amanda has served various organizations in
a leadership capacity in the education, arts,
and the health sector. Amanda lives in the
greater Toronto area with her husband and two
children. Her family is impacted by eczema,
which inspires and drives her work with ESC.

Rachel recently graduated with her Master’s
of Science in Health Sciences in clinical and
translational research, and has special interest
in common inflammatory dermatoses (atopic
dermatitis, psoriasis), virtual care, underserviced
areas, holistic impact of skin disease, medical
education, and translational interpretation and
implementation of research with the ultimate
goal of tangible health outcomes. She currently
has active educational and participatory-action
based research projects ongoing in the areas of
atopic dermatitis, virtual care, and Indigenous
and rural health in western Canada.

Darryl NAPASH
(Canada)

Phil COUSINEAU
(USA)

Darryl Napash is an Interpreter with Cree
Patient Services for the McGill University
Health Center and Patient Partner at Eczéma
Québec. When asked what he enjoys most about
his job, Darryl finds it especially rewarding to
be able to help people. “The first time they see
you coming, they look at you without smiling,
but everything changes once you develop
bonds.” Darryl points out that “the important
thing is that Indigenous peoples can keep their
traditions.”

Phil Cousineau is a freelance writer,
documentary filmmaker, independent scholar,
worldwide lecturer, storyteller, and creativity
consultant. His life-long fascination with
the art, literature, and the history of culture
has taken him on myriad journeys around
the world. He lectures frequently on a wide
range of topics from mythology, film, and
writing, to beauty, travel, sports, and creativity.
His forty-two published works include
several international bestsellers, including The
Art of Pilgrimage, The Hero’s Journey:The Life and
Work of Joseph Campbell, Stoking the Creative
Fires, and The Lost Notebooks of Sisyphus. His new
book, Who Stole the Arms of theVenus de Milo:
Reﬂections on Beauty, Desire, and Happiness, will
be released in early 2023. Cousineau has
over twenty-five documentary film credits
including The Hero’s Journey,Wayﬁnders: A Paciﬁc
Odyssey, and the Oscar-nominated Forever Activists:
Stories from the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. Since
2009, Cousineau has acted as a guest host for
New Dimensions Radio and as host and cowriter
of the much-acclaimed series “Global Spirit,”
currently running on PBS and Link TV, which
the legendary journalist Bill Moyers described
as “…sorely needed in this dispirited and
disenchanted world.” Cousineau has also worked
as a commentator on mythology in the movies
for Warner Brothers, Twentieth-Century Fox,
the Smithsonian Channel, Lucas Films, and
Pixar Studio, where he was story consultant for
their Oscar-winning animated films, “Coco” and
“Soul.”

Charlie BOUCHARD
(Canada)

Julie BLOCK
(USA)

Charlie Bouchard is the lead patient partner
of the MUHC Center of Excellence for Atopic
Dermatitis (COE AD) led by Dr. Carolyn
Jack, she is the co-founder and director of
the Eczéma Québec, and a Junior assistant
at the Centre Transdisciplinaire de Thérapies
Biologiques (CTTB) led by Dr. Bruce Mazer. As a
patient suffering with severe atopic dermatitis,
she engaged in – and then lead – the COE AD’s
patient advisory group sessions, Charlie helped
to establish formal patient engagement in the
first Canadian tertiary care clinic for adult
patients with atopic dermatitis, now accredited
as the first and only Canadian site within the
Global Allergy and Asthma European network
Atopic Dermatitis Centers of Reference
and Excellence. Charlie now leads a patient
engagement platform at the MUHC COE AD,
integrating principles from the CIHR Strategy
for Patient-Oriented Research. As the Director
of Eczéma Québec, she collaborates with
national patient associations to conduct patientled research and advocacy. In collaboration
with a network of clinicians, researchers, and
healthcare professionals, Charlie integrates
knowledge translation, research, advocacy,
and the development of innovative digital
tools, including a mobile health application
called EczemaQ (winner of the $50,000 2021
McGill Hakim Family Innovation Prize for
Most Transformative Innovation and a Canadian
Dermatology Association Public Education
Award).

The National Eczema Association (NEA) is the
driving force for an eczema community fueled
by knowledge, strengthened through collective
action, and propelled by the promise for a better
future. Julie has had the honor of serving the
National Eczema Association (NEA) as President
& CEO since 2010. Julie’s extensive nonprofit management, strategy and development
experience stems from leadership positions in
education, medical technology, human potential
movement, and the arts.
She is a past-president of the Coalition of Skin
Diseases and has served as an active member
of multiple national groups focused on skin
diseases in the U.S. – the American Academy
of Dermatology Atopic Dermatitis Guidelines
Committee, Expert Resource Group, and
Pruritus Work groups; the National Institute of
Arthritis, Musculoskeletal and Skin (NIAMS)
Coalition; and the Friends of the National
Institute for Environmental Health Sciences
Coalition. She is past Chair of the National
Health Council Membership Committee on
which she continues to serve, the LEO Pharma
Patient and Scientific Review Board, and serves
on a variety of other ad hoc committees and
initiatives related to skin disease. She has been
an invited guest speaker at the Cochran Skin
Group, National Health Council, International
Meeting of the Eczema Foundation,
Dermatology Drug Development Summit,
Dermatology Entrepreneurship Conference,
as well as a host of pharmaceutical company
townhalls.

Korey CAPOZZA
(USA)

Henrique ISHII
(Brazil)

Korey Capozza is the founder and executive
director of Global Parents for Eczema Research
and the mother of a child with moderate to
severe eczema. She has authored two dozen
peer-reviewed articles on the caregiver
experience, burden of eczema and provision
of medical care, and impacts on children and
families. Korey is a patient reviewer and mentor
for the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research
Institute, the chair of the Global Patient Initiative
to Improve Eczema Care, and has served as a
consumer representative on county, state, and
federal committees, including, most recently, as
a consumer representative to the Dermatologic
and Ophthalmic Drugs Advisory Committee of
the federal Food and Drug Administration. She
holds a BA from University of Pennsylvania and a
Masters of Public Health from UC-Berkeley.

Henrique Ishii is a metallurgical engineer,
pharmacist-biochemist, M.Sc in Engineering,
and D.Sc in Materials Technology, working with
education, technical research-related subjects,
and translation for the last 30+ years. As an
AD (atopic dermatitis) patient whose condition
ranged from mild to severe over almost 40
years, like riding a rough roller-coaster, he
learned how to address and deal with AD issues
varying from lack of treatment effectiveness to
emotional causes and consequences. Henrique
uses his expertise as a member of AADA
(Brazilian Atopic Dermatitis Association) in
projects aimed at awareness, research, patient
support and advocacy, and patient-physician
relationship in Brazil and other countries.
He is also a member of the HOME initiative
discussing outcomes and their use in clinical
trials and clinical practice.

Chia-Yu CHU
(Taiwan)
Chia-Yu Chu is a dermatologist from Taipei,
and Professor of Dermatology at National
Taiwan University College of Medicine, Taipei,
Taiwan. His main research interests include
atopic dermatitis, urticaria, drug eruptions,
and autoimmune blistering diseases. In 2002,
he started the Atopic Dermatitis Clinic at the
National Taiwan University Hospital, which he
continues to run until today. During 2008-2010,
he was a Visiting Professor in the University of
Paris XII and clinical research fellow in Henri
Mondor Hospital in Paris. After returning to
Taipei in 2010, he is dedicated to providing
comprehensive care for dermatologic patients.
He founded the Atopic Dermatitis Patient
Association (ADPA) in Taiwan in 2018 after
many years of experience with support groups
for patients with atopic dermatitis at the
National Taiwan University Hospital.
In the past 15 years, he has been participated in
many clinical trials including novel treatments
for atopic dermatitis, urticaria, pemphigus and
pemphigoid. He also collaborated with several
international research groups to investigate the
basic immunologic mechanisms, natural history,
and disease burden of atopic dermatitis and
urticaria. He is also involved in the development
of novel anti-IgE treatments for urticaria and
atopic dermatitis. As a dermatologist specialized
in immunology and allergy, he has published
more than 15 book/chapters and 220 articles
about atopic dermatitis, drug eruption,
urticaria, autoimmune blistering diseases, and
contact dermatitis.

Fahafahantsoa
RAPELANORO RABENJA
(Madagascar)
Head of department of Dermatology
Antananarivo University. President of Malagasy
Society of Dermatology, President of IT lab in
Public Health LARTIC
Member of African Society of Dermato
Venereology, Treasurer of Malagasy Academy
of Medicine. Reviewer of Journal Medical
International of Research in Dermatologyl
JMIR.
Benja RAPELANORO is french board certified
in Dermatology at Bordeaux University and
became Professor and Head of the Department
of Dermatology in the University Hospital
Antananarivo since 2000. His research focus is
atopic dermatitis in black skin and Subcutaneous
fungus, In addition, he has a strong interest
in teledermatology and work in PASSION
project using IA in Atopic Dermatitis with the
University of Bale.
Prof. RAPELANORO has published more than
100 original articles and is a member of national
and international review board such as JMIR
in dermatology and IA. He is the founder and
the president of the Malagasy Dermatology
Society and served as the General secretary of
the French speaking Dermatology Association
from 2015–2017 and is currently the treasurer
of Malagasy Academy of Medicine. He is
also the former Dean of Faculty of Medicine
of Antananarivo. Prof. RAPELANORO
organize on June 2022 the expert meeting of
Atopic Dermatitis for Sub Saharian Africa in
Antananarivo under the aegis of WHO and with
the participation of the International Society for
Atopic Dermatitis (ISAD), The International
league of Dermatology, International Society
of Teledermatology, Global Action For Fungus
Infection (GAFFI).

Eric SIMPSON
(USA)
Eric Simpson practices medical dermatology
with special interests in chronic inflammatory
skin diseases and skin cancer. He is actively
involved in clinical research and is currently
funded by the National Institutes of Health and
industry partners to study new approaches to
chronic skin disease treatment and prevention.
Dr. Simpson’s collaborations are global in scope
and has been invited to present his research
and approach to patient care at international
conferences in Europe, North and South
America, and Asia. He has published over 140
scientific articles in several high-impact peerreviewed journals including the New England
Journal of Medicine and The Lancet.
As part of his commitment to lessen the burden
of atopic dermatitis (eczema) worldwide,
Dr. Simpson is dedicated to identifying and
improving quality of care for patients with
atopic dermatitis. Furthermore, he supports
patient advocacy by serving as the Co-Chair
of the Scientific Advisory Committee for the
National Eczema Association. He also serves on
the Executive Committee of the Harmonizing
Outcome Measures in Eczema (HOME) - a
volunteer group of patients, providers, and
other stakeholders whose mission is to improve
the quality of eczema research to better suit the
needs of patients and policy-makers.
Outside of work, Dr. Simpson enjoys spending
time with his wife and children, playing squash,
camping, hiking, fishing, and biking.
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